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Close Reading Paper – 2003
TASK: Read the sections below carefully. Answer the questions in your jotter. Also indicate what type of question you think it is – U,A or E – in the margin next to your answer.

1. If you hail from Glasgow you will have friends or relatives whose roots lie in the Irish Republic. You will have Jewish friends or colleagues whose grandparents, a good number of them Polish or Russian, may have fled persecution in Europe. You will eat in a premises run by Italian or French proprietors. It is a diverse cultural heritage enriched now by a large and vibrant Asian population and a smaller but significant Chinese one.
Q1. Sum up what this paragraph is about.

Q2. By referring closely to other parts of the paragraph, show how you are helped to understand the meaning of the expression “diverse cultural heritage” (line 7).   
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Q3. Referring to one example of effective word choice in this paragraph, show how the writer makes clear her positive attitude to the people she is describing.   
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2. It was not always thus.

Q4. Looking at the paragraph before and after, comment on the impact of paragraph 2 in helping the writer to develop her line of thought.
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3. The city census of 1831 found 47 Jewish citizens, a community which grew and prospered as it became an integral part of Glasgow’s merchant growth. The first Asian immigrants were no more than a few young men, largely from poor and rural backgrounds, whose early employment as door-to-door salesman gave no hint of the entrepreneurial flair their heirs and successors would bring to so many trade sectors in the city.

Q5. Sum up what this paragraph is about.

4.  The early Italians found the route to Glaswegian hearts through their stomach as they set up chains of chip shops and ice-cream parlours; the Chinese, too, helped the local palate become rather more discerning when they began to arrive in numbers half a century ago.

Q6. Sum up what this paragraph is about

Q7. In paragraph 3 and 4: Identify two  similarities between Jewish and Asian immigrants to Glasgow
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Q8. Identify one  similarity between Italian and Chinese immigrants to Glasgow   
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5. All of these immigrant populations have two things in common: they were economic migrants and their effect on their adopted homeland has been, almost with exception, a beneficial one. That is a lesson from history some of our more hysteria-prone politicians would do well to ponder as they devise ever more unfriendly welcomes for those who would come here today to live and work.
Q9. Q5. Sum up what this paragraph is about.

6.  This week the Home Secretary was assuring his French counterpart that Britain would clamp down even more severely on those working here illegally. At the same time plans are advanced for “accommodation centres”, which will have the immediate effect of preventing natural integration, while children of immigrants are to be denied the harmonising effect of inter-racial schooling. Meanwhile, ever more sophisticated technology is to be employed to stem the numbers of young men who risk their lives clinging to the underside of trains and lorries, or are paying obscene sums of money to the 21st century’s own version of slave traders-those traffickers in human misery who make their fortunes on the back of others desperation.
Q10. Sum up what this paragraph is about.

Q11. Explain in your own words what the “two things” which, according to the writer, “all of these immigrant populations…have in common”
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Q12. Show how the writer’s word choice in the sentence “that is…and work” makes clear her attitude to certain politicians. Refer to two examples in your answer.
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Q13. How does the writer’s language make clear her disapproval of any one of the proposed measures referred to in paragraph 6?

2
Lossiemouth High School – English Department


[image: image1.emf]