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Valentine







Carol Ann Duffy
Questions

1.  By referring to lines 1-5, analyse the use of poetic technique in conveying the sentiment of line 1. 
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2. Explain the effectiveness of the choice of an onion as a metaphor in this poem.  
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3.  By referring closely to the text, discuss the change of tone in the poem and explain the purpose of the change.
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4.  Evaluate the effectiveness of the final stanza as a conclusion to the poem.
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5.  Love is often a key theme in Duffy’s work.  Discuss her treatment of love in this poem and at least one other.
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Possible Answers
1.  – opens with short, minor sentence which negates clichéd, traditional Valentine’s gifts immediately.
    - line 2 is a short statement explaining the gift given instead.  Its simplicity echoes the idea of honesty and truth in the poem.
    - metaphor in line 3 – effective comparison as moon has connotations of romance, love; shape; colour
    - ordinary brown paper provides contrast to moon – reflects idea of importance of ‘real’ love and that true gifts of love need no embellishment.
    - line 4 – connotations of truth, purity, beauty etc which suggests real gifts of love (and not those in line 1) are more valuable
    - simile in line 5 – word choice of ‘careful’ effective as suggests tenderness and word choice of ‘undressing of love’ important as connections with onion layers and the peeling away of clothing/lovemaking 
2.  An onion is compared to a number of things such as a moon, a ring etc but the most significant comparison is to love.
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-Scent/Taste


- Scent/Sensation/Memory/Experience will remain 

- Rings



- Wedding Rings/Union
3.  Confident, matter-of-fact tone - ‘I give you an onion’ / ‘Not a red rose or a satin heart’ etc.  Persona knows his/her own mind and intentions.  Tone becomes more unsettling – ‘It will blind you with tears’ / ‘It will make your reflection a wobbling photo of grief’.  Love can be difficult and emotionally draining.  Warning/threatening tone towards close of poem – ‘Its fierce kiss…’ / ‘Its platinum loops…’ / ‘Lethal…’  Love can be dangerous and painful; dangers of traditional union and possessiveness etc.
4. Candidates should show an understanding of the term ‘conclusion’ and show how the content of the last stanza continues  - or contrasts with – ideas and/or language from the first 7 stanzas.
- Climactic finish to the poem – the warning tone has intensified and the dangers of traditional union are made – once and for all - very clear.

- Comment on use of ‘lethal’ as a powerful adjective to open final stanza.

-Idea of the scent of love being extremely powerful and something you can never forget, even if you wanted to.

- Connotations of knife – reinforces danger message at end of poem

- 

5.  
2 marks – achieved by identifying commonality as identified in question, with brief reference
2 marks – quote from printed poem plus comment
6 additional marks for similar references (quote plus comment) to at least one other poem
For example, 
2 marks – quote plus comment from second poem (not printed in exam   paper)
     2 marks – quote plus comment from third poem (not printed in exam paper)
     2 marks – quote plus comment from fourth poem (not printed in exam paper)

