Advice on Essay Writing
1. Familiarity with the marking scheme.

This can be found on www.sqa.org.uk.

Identify what the examiners are looking for at each level and try to bear this in mind when writing essays.

2. Use models 

Looking at models of critical essays will help you to distinguish what quality looks like. Use www.understandingstandards.org.uk. This is not an updated website and is based on the old Higher marking scheme (i.e. that included even numbers), but will give you an opportunity to apply the mark scheme and look at examples that pass/don’t pass.

3. Read the question

Your response must respond to what the question is asking. Your response should be genuine and reveal what you think of the text. 

In reading the question you will also get a clue as to how to frame/structure your response – use this.

e.g. 

Q 8 2010 

Choose a novel in which a character seeks to escape from the constraints of his or her

environment or situation.

Explain why the character feels the need to escape and show how his or her response to the situation illuminates a central concern of the text.

In part one of your essay you need to establish the character’s situation (why they feel the need to escape) and go on to explain what s/he does about it (his/her response).

NB – Every essay at higher is about theme/central concerns in one way or another and this should be evident throughout your essay.

4. UAE

There must be evidence of understanding, analysis and evaluation in your essays. PEEPing is one way to satisfy this (see attached sheet). Whilst PEEPing does not have to be done in this order, all parts need to be included, particularly the explanation. This is the analysis that candidates generally leave out.

5. Know your texts

If you want to write a good essay you must know your texts inside out and you must have opinions on the characters, what happens etc. As a way of revising you may want to make notes on each of the techniques/features relevant to that genre e.g DRAMA – conflict, characterisation, structure, plot, setting etc (you can find this at the top of the section on a past paper). You should include quotations/lose reference for each section. This will help you to organise your notes and ensure you cover relevant aspects in your essays.
