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	Deadline
	Date Due
	Complete/ Teacher Initials
	Comment

	Stage 1 Agreeing a topic and (initially selecting texts)

	
	
	



	Stage 2  Selecting information, including identifying the main points and relevant aspects for your focus
	
	
	



	Stage 3  Understanding and evaluating texts: how successful are they in terms of your focus?
	
	
	



	Stage 4  Presenting your findings – selecting format and planning response
	
	
	



	Stage 5 Responding to questions –planning your responses
	
	
	


























The Assignment - an overview 

This assignment is all about choice: you will be investigating a topic chosen by you through texts of your choice. Some examples of topics and texts you could use are included in the next section.  

To be successful in this assessment you will need to show that you can:
· Understand information from at least two texts
· Select relevant information from the texts to use in your presentation
· Evaluate your texts
· Present what you have found out – either in writing or orally
· Respond to questions about the topic

In this assignment you must demonstrate your skills in reading, writing and/or talking and listening.

Topics and texts

Your topic can focus on anything: format or language used in the text, the portrayal of character(s) or theme, how well ideas are presented or how effective the text is. Your focus can include an element of comparison/contrast but it does not have to.

The texts you choose can be fiction or non-fiction; they can be traditional literature, such as short stories or poems, can also include media such as films or pod casts and newspapers or magazines.  For example…

	Chosen Topic				
	Texts Used*

	Evaluate the presentation of Pip in Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations	
	BBC adaptation    Film
Novel    Prose

	Investigation into different use of language in broadsheet and tabloid newspapers
	e.g. The Sun and The Guardian
version of same story
Media - Newspapers

	Compare and contrast presentations of war	
	Jessie Pope’s ‘Whose for the Game?’ and Wilfred Owen’s 	
‘Dulce et Decorum Est’   Poetry

	Evaluate the format of celebrity gossip magazines	
	Now				
OK!      Media - Magazines


*NB At least one text must be written
The Process

Stage 1 – Planning and Reading
Choose and agree a topic with your teacher (and possibly a focus). Select texts and read them.

Stage 2 – Selecting Information
Choose focus for assignment, if not already done so. Look again at texts and select information relevant to their chosen focus. It may help to consider a range of aspects such as techniques, layout, style, theme, message when reading the texts (although be mindful that these should be appropriate to the purpose of the text).

Stage 3 – Understanding and evaluating texts
Use your notes to demonstrate your understanding of the main ideas, information or opinions within both texts. You now need to 
evaluate the text in terms of your chosen focus, considering relevant aspects noted above. 

NB Stage 2 and 3 are likely to overlap and may happen concurrently (i.e. at the same time)

Stage 4 – Presenting your findings

You must decide whether you want to write about your finding or talk about them. 

If written, your findings could take the form of:

· An informative essay

The purpose of this response will be to provide information on the chosen topic and deal with the texts with approximately equal weighting.  For example, you may compare the treatment of the topic within the texts you have chosen and how they add to your knowledge of the topic.  You must make clear why you have chosen the texts and explain how effective they are in dealing with the topic. 

The format of this response will be in formal, continuous prose i.e. an essay.



· An argumentative essay

The purpose of this response will not focus on your knowledge or views on the topic, but how effective the texts are in contributing to the debate. For example, you may research the topic by choosing two texts with similar or differing points of view. You must weigh up the relative strengths and conclude by giving reasons as to which makes the more convincing case.

The format of this response will be in formal, continuous prose i.e. an essay.

· A report

This is similar to the informative essay in that you will be critically evaluating two non-fiction texts with regard to your chosen topic. They key difference will be presentational.  You may use any of the following to aid the presentation and clarity of the information you are conveying: diagrams, charts, tables, pictures/images, bullet points, headings, and so on.

NB These features should be used appropriately and proportionately.

· A critical essay

This essay will consider two texts, possibly of different genres on a related theme or issue and will deal with them in equal weighting. For example you may critically evaluate an aspect of a novel in comparison to a film version of the same work. You should identify your focus/intent at the start of your essay and summarise your main points at the end.

The format for this response will be in formal, continuous prose i.e. an essay.

If oral, your findings could take the form of:

· An individual presentation
· A conversation between you and your teacher

[bookmark: _GoBack]In both instances you may use visual aids such as PowerPoint or a film clip to enhance and support your presentation.

If written it should be between approximately 700-800 words long and an oral presentation should be between 4-6 minutes in length including questions.

You should keep a note of all sources used/consulted in your learning log. They should also be acknowledged appropriately in your presentation.



Expectations – yours and ours

You can expect ‘reasonable assistance’ from your teacher. This may include:
· Clarification on how to approach the assignment and produce a response
· Advice on selection of topic and texts before the task is started
· Generic guidance to a group/class on how to develop a project plan

You will be given clear deadlines including what you have to do and when by. 

Your teacher cannot:
· direct you to a specific response
· provide specific advice on how to improve
· supply you with model answers

We expect:
· You to meet deadlines
· That the work you produce is your own – you are not allowed to ask for help from friends or family
· You to speak to your teacher if you are struggling – though s/he cannot give you specific advice they will be able to help you work out your own solutions
· Regular updates on your progress  - this may be a scheduled ‘check-in’ meeting or an informal discussion
· You to complete a learning log which records your activities and keeps all your notes together


You may be expected to complete some of your work outside the classroom. Because it is so important that we have evidence that the work is your own, it is imperative that you keep a detailed record of your progress in your learning log.

