


[bookmark: _GoBack]Task: Match up the quotes with a description of what they are about and a comment about why they are interesting. Colour code them so you can see what matches up. Next decide whether the quote is a simile, metaphor, word choice or onomatopoeia. 


	“Plump as a cushion with tucked in paws”
	
	The cat hides in the dark space under the couch to get away from the boy
	The poet focuses on the colour of the cat’s eyes as if they are hypnotising, just like the idea of gold can be. It makes the cat seem scary.

	“A buzzing machine”
	
	The boy is crying as he is upset and guilty about what he has done
	The poet calls the cat a ‘thud’ rather than a cat which represents the idea that the cat is dead. It also shows that the boy never really cared that the cat was a living thing.

	“the wound of fear gaped wide and raw”

	
	When the boy has killed the cat he is afraid about what might happen to him.
	Just like a nut’s outer shell cracks when pressure is put on it, the cat’s ribs break when it is slammed in the door. The cracking sound is sickening and makes s hate the boy for what he is doing to the cat.

	“Mad gold stare”
	
	When the boy has trapped the cat in the door is falls to the floor with a dull noise.

	 Calling the cat a machine makes it seem like it’s not really living which is why the boy doesn’t care about killing it. It’s like he’s trying to justify what he did.

	“Cracked like a nut”
	
	The boy describes the cat in this way because of the way it purrs.
	The poet describes his tears as ‘prayers’ as if he is asking for forgiveness from God for what he has done. Our opinion of the boy changes at this point and we feel sorry for him.

	“His eyes squeezed beads of salty prayer”

	
	The cat stares at the boy crazily with its gold coloured eyes
	A cushion is soft and comfy which makes the cat sound nice and lovable though it could also suggest the cat is fat and not pleasant to look at which is another reason why the boy killed it.

	“furry dark”
	
	The cat is killed when the boy slams him in a door
	The dark space is taking on the features of the cat – as if it is furry. It is as if the cat is blending in, suggesting that it is black. It also makes us feel sorry for the cat as it is trying so hard to hide.

	“the soft black thud”
	
	The boy describes the appearance of the cat and how it sits
	It is interesting to call fear a wound like an injury. By giving it human characteristics, saying it gaped ‘wide and raw’ it is suggesting that it will take a long time to heal.






