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Aim:  To promote enjoyment and choice in writing 
I enjoy creating texts of my choice. I can select subject, purpose and format to suit the needs of my audience. 
LIT 3-20a/4-20a
Week One – Audience
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a) Find three examples of magazine titles suitable for each of the following people:
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Male




Female



Female

Twenties



Forties


Teenager

Single




Married


Single

Computer Operator


Housewife


School Pupil

b) What kinds of articles do each of these magazines have that would appeal to these people?

c) What products or services would be advertised within these magazines that would be used by these people?

Task 2 – Identifying your reader

What type of audience do you want your magazine to appeal to?

Create a profile of a stereotypical reader of your magazine
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Name:

Age:

Gender:

Occupation:

Hobbies/Interests:

Task 3 – Thinking about content

Draw an outline of a head to fill a piece of A4 paper and note down inside what you think this person’s hobbies and concerns are. 


Fashion
School





Sports
This will help you to identify the types of articles, topics and issues your average reader will want to read.
Week Two – Market Research
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Task 4 – Surveying your audience

Magazine publishers find out what their prospective target audience are looking for in a new publication by making use of market research companies.  By doing this they increase their chances of launching a successful magazine.

Prepare to survey your target audience by coming up with a list of question that will help you to understand them and what they are looking for in a magazine.  This could include things like price, size and content but use your imagination to come up with questions that will help you to understand your audience.  Make up a questionnaire that you can go through with your survey group then find at least ten people who you think might be in your target audience who you can go through this with.

Task 5 - Reporting
Write up your findings as a report making use of tables and graphs where necessary to make it easy for your reader to see your findings.  Make sure it is clear what your audience sample group are interested in and think about your ideas.  
Task 6 – Reflection

How do your findings differ from what you had expected?  How will this change your decisions on the magazine you create? 
Week 3 – Creating a first impression


Task 7 – Title

a) Decide upon a name for your magazine and how you want it to appear on the front cover of your magazine.  It will become a logo which you can use inside your magazine as well and should reflect the type of image your reader would go for.
Tip – Look at the title/design of some magazines already in print – particularly ones that appeal to a similar audience as you are targeting.

b) You also need to think about the price of the magazine and should consider two things: 1) the amount of money your reader has to spend and 2) the cost of similar magazines already on the market.

Task 8 – Front Cover

Design a draft front cover for your magazine – this should include your title and the price. This should be eye-catching enough to take it down from the newsagents’ shelf.

Things to think about:

· Styles and sizes of fonts
· Use of colour
· Photographs and pictures
· Contents – how/where you will advertise special features

· “carrots” – free gifts and offers to tempt your reader

· Layout/organisation of page
Remember this is only a draft as you have not yet thought about the contents of your magazine and this will influence the text and maybe even the pictures you have on the front.



Week 4 – 8 – Creating the contents

Your magazine will contain regular items and features.

Regular items appear in most issues of your magazine, whether it is produced weekly or monthly. They are expected by your reader and are usually small items or space fillers like “Top Tips”, horoscopes, a celebrity gossip column, adverts or crosswords.
Feature articles vary with each issue and they are the main reason why your reader will buy your magazine. They include articles and reviews that would interest your reader.


Task 9 – Deciding on your features and writing them
In your magazine you will include at least four regular items and four feature articles from the list below. You will be expected to one of each for the next four weeks. 
	Regulars
	 Features

	Letters to the Editor

Crossword/ Wordsearch

Gossip Page

Horoscope

Top Tips/Hints

Recipes/Instructions

Fashion Spread

Adverts*
Cartoon


	Article – General Interest*
Article – script or narrate an interview with a person who has an interesting hobby or activity *
Article – Script an interview with a famous person*
Review – Book/ Film/ Music – CD Album / Computer Game/ Website*
Article – True life experience

Fiction – Short story*



*Writing frames/worksheets are available to help you with ideas and/or presentation. 

It is a good idea to do a draft of your articles first. However, if you are able to do this on the computer it will be easy enough to edit and review when you are ready to bring it all together. 
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Week Nine – Pulling it together


This week you are going to produce the final version of your magazine. It may be handwritten or you can do it on a computer in Word, Publisher or using other appropriate software.

Task 10 – Presentation

The layout of the articles and regular items is very important.  You’ve spent all this time creating excellent features and items so show them off!
You also need to think about the order in which you want to organise your information. Will you put some things together on the same page? What do you want to come first or last? A contents page would help to direct the reader to the feature/item they want to look at.

Tips for interesting layout of text and graphics:

· use columns rather than a whole page of text as it is easier and quicker to read

· use headings to clearly separate articles/items and subheading to separate paragraphs where appropriate
· use colour backgrounds to highlight and separate articles

· use space to make your text stand out – you can use text boxes and strategically place photographs where appropriate

· use different font and sizes for different effects

· use lines/borders to separate information

· if using pictures/photographs, put in captions to explain their importance

· pictures can make interesting backgrounds

· use space around graphics to make it stand out

Task 11 – Finalise the front cover

Now you have got a magazine, it’s time to finalise your front cover. Make sure that you have some details about your main article on there and at least one other article/item. Go back to week two (task 5) and make sure that you have considered the important points about layout so that your cover really appeals to a potential reader.

You have now completed your magazine – Well done!

Self Assessment

Before handing it in check your work over. Have you:

	
	Yes
	No
	?

	got a clear idea of who your target audience/reader is?

	
	
	

	included issues and items that are relevant and interesting to them?

	
	
	

	got an interesting title and logo?

	
	
	

	priced your magazine appropriately?

	
	
	

	included at least four regular items and four features?

	
	
	

	checked your punctuation, spelling and grammar?

	
	
	

	used a variety of fonts, sizes and colours?

	
	
	

	laid out your pages so that they are eye-catching?

	
	
	

	included information about the issue on the front cover?

	
	
	

	made sure your front cover is eye-catching?

	
	
	


Reflection on your learning

What have you learned about writing for an audience?

What have you learned about the impact of presentation and layout?

Teacher/Peer Comment
Learning Intention: Understand what is meant by audience 


Success Criteria:


Explain why specific magazines are suitable for specific types of people


Define own target audience


Identify issues your target audience will want to read about





Learning Intention: Understand impact of presentation on an audience





Success Criteria:


Create a title/logo that appeals to target audience


Use at least three of the following to engage reader: style/size of font, colour, use of picture, details of contents, use a “carrot”, layout/organisation





Learning Intention: Identify and create appropriate contents for your audience


Success Criteria


Demonstrate understanding of the difference between regular items and feature articles by creating a variety of each


Using language effectively to interest the reader


Accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar





Learning Intention: Use structure and layout to create impact


Success Criteria:


Organise articles/items logically


Layout articles/items in an eye-catching way


Create an eye catching front cover with relevant details
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Task: Create a magazine for a specific target audience.





Literacy Skills:


Research – finding and using information from a variety of sources LIT 3-04a/3-14a


Considering the impact of presentation and layout 


3-24a


Write functionally to convey information, persuade or describe LIT 3-28a/LIT 3-29a





Learning Intention: Understand your audience 


Success Criteria:


Create a questionnaire


Survey appropriate people


Present your findings in the form of a report











