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A Reading Challenge
 Becoming a good reader means working on the skills that you have whenever you can. 

Each term throughout S1 and S2 you must choose at least one book and read it. You will need to go to the library, a book shop or you can find a book from home.   Your book could be from any genre, but it must be fiction. 

In this booklet are a range of challenges for you to attempt. For each book you read you must complete one of the challenges you have not already done.  This means that by the end of S2 you should have completed them all. For each book you also need to complete a mini-review. In this booklet you can keep a log of what you have read, the reading challenge associated with it and you can write your review. 




Name: ____________________



Class: ____________________



S1 Teacher: ________________



S2 Teacher: ________________
The Challenges…








…are you up to them?!

· Write a 250 word information text on the author, based on your own research.  Did you find anything out about any influences on their writing?  Try to find information from a range of sources and make sure you record any websites you used. 
· Write a letter to the author telling them what you think of their book and what you did or didn't enjoy about it. 
· Write an imaginary interview with the author of the book you have read.  As well as thinking about the questions you could ask, try to put yourself in the writer’s shoes when you respond.  What would they say about their characters, motivations etc … 

· Design a poster for a film of the book. Would you use a key moment from the story? What characters might you show? What would be your tag line?  What mood or atmosphere will you try to capture?  How will you achieve this?


· Write an alternative ending for your story.

· Imagine your book was being turned into a play.  Design a stage set for a scene of your choice and write a brief explanation to go with it.

· Write a piece about the life of one of the characters 10 years after the novel ends.  How has their life changed?  What has happened in all that time?

· Write three New Year resolutions for two characters.  What should they give up or how should they change?  Explain why you choose those characters and how you think the resolutions will benefit them.  

· Write an email to the publisher commenting on the book cover.  Do you like it or not?  Does it appeal to a teenage audience?  Why are book covers so important?  Design an alternative cover and explain why your cover is a better choice for the book. 
	S1
August-October
	Title:

	Reading Challenge:

	
	Author:

	

	
	Review:
If this book was:
· a colour, what colour would it be and why?

· a smell, what smell would it be and why?

· an animal, what animal would it be and why?

My favourite character in the book was _________ because



	S1 October - December
	Title:

	Reading Challenge:

	
	Author:

	

	
	Review:
If this book was:
· a noise, what noise would it be and why?

· a shape, what shape would it be and why?

· a vegetable, what vegetable would it be and why?

This book was set in ________. This was/wasn’t a good setting because



	S1 Jan-March
	Title:

	Reading Challenge

	
	Author:

	

	
	Review:
If this book was:
· a flavour of ice-cream, which flavour would it be and why?

· a flower, which flower would it be and why?

· a car, what car would it be and why?

My favourite incident in the book was 
because



	S1

April- May
	Title:

	Reading Challenge

	
	Author:

	

	
	Review:
If this book was:
· a piece of fruit, which fruit would it be and why?
· an item of clothing, what item would it be and why?
· a drink, which drink would it be and why?

The opening of the book was good/could be improved because


	S2
June-July
	Title:

	Reading Challenge:

	
	Author:

	

	
	Review:
If this book was:
· a colour, what colour would it be and why?

· a smell, what smell would it be and why?

· an animal, what animal would it be and why?

My least favourite character in the book was _________ because



	S2 
August-October
	Title:

	Reading Challenge:

	
	Author:

	

	
	Review:
If this book was:
· a noise, what noise would it be and why?

· a shape, what shape would it be and why?

· a vegetable, what vegetable would it be and why?

The book was narrated in ___ person. This was interesting because
If it had been narrated in ___ person it would have been different because


	S2 October - December
	Title:

	Reading Challenge

	
	Author:

	

	
	Review:
If this book was:
· a flavour of ice-cream, which flavour would it be and why?

· a flower, which flower would it be and why?

· a car, what car would it be and why?

An interesting relationship in the book was between ________        and       _______. 
It was interesting because


	S2 Jan-March

	Title:

	Reading Challenge

	
	Author:

	

	
	Review:

If this book was:
· a piece of fruit, which fruit would it be and why?
· an item of clothing, what item would it be and why?
· a drink, which drink would it be and why?

The ending of the book was/wasn’t satisfactory because



The Big One
	Title:

	Reading Challenge:

	Author:

	Narration: 

	Describe your favourite and least favourite characters. Say why you liked or didn’t like them.


	Describe an interesting relationship. Say why it was interesting.



	Describe the setting and time and place.



	Describe the opening of the story. Explain whether you felt it was an effective opening to the story.


	Describe a key incident from the story. Say why you think it was important to the plot and the characters.



	Describe the end of the story. How satisfying a conclusion was it? Explain your answer.




Adapted from Teachit materials


