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When your child comes to us in S1, we seek to build on and consolidate the literacy skills developed in primary. We encourage pupils to recognise they are using their literacy skills throughout the school and need to transfer what they have learnt across subjects and contexts.

In English, we aim to enhance pupils’ appreciation of language and literature, encouraging them to question writer’s choices and intentions and voice their own opinions on issues. Consequently, discussion forms a large part of what we do.

Pupils are exposed to a wide range of texts including drama, poetry, prose, media and non-fiction throughout their English career and are regularly invited to create their own texts such as short stories, accounts of personal experiences, letters or reports.

The Curriculum

As in primary, the S1-3 curriculum is based on the Experiences and Outcomes in Curriculum for Excellence . Our courses have been designed to provide all pupils with the skills, knowledge and experiences they need to be successful at each stage of their English career and prepare them for the Senior Phase.

The key themes in English and literacy are:

· Enjoyment and Choice

· Finding and Using Information

· Creating Texts

· Understanding, Analysing and Evaluating

· Tools

In the English Department at Lossiemouth High School, pupils will have the opportunity to engage in a wide range of learning opportunities in reading, writing, talking and listening covering these key themes.

S1 English

All pupils participate in our induction unit as part of their transition from P7-S1. This consists of a variety of literacy-based activities and helps them to understand what is expected of them in English. Pupils have the opportunity to work independently and as part of a group, helping to build a community within the classroom.
Examples of S1 Texts and Topics 
Skellig by David Almond

Frankenstein the play adapted by Philip Pullman
Tuck Everlasting  by Natalie Babbit
The Pied Piper of Hamelin

Two Weeks with the Queen by Morris Gleitzman

Film studies: Mrs Doubtfire; BFI Film Shorts
Senior Phase and National Qualifications

During their Senior Phase (S4-6) pupils will have the opportunity to gain an English and/or literacy qualification.

Courses on offer will include:

· National 3 English and Literacy

· National 4 English and Literacy

· National 5 English and Literacy

· Higher English

We are also hoping to offer Media Studies at National 3 and National 4 in the future.

The levels pupils are entered for and at what stage is based on teacher recommendation, taking into account pupil progress and following discussion with the pupil themselves. Of course, further discussion with parents will be welcomed at parents’ evening or other the appropriate time, if necessary.
Our Expectations
As in all subjects, pupils are expected to come to English with the appropriate equipment, including their jotter, pen or pencil and any books or other items they have been asked to bring. We expect pupils to come into class ready to learn and to always try their best. 

Pupils will be given homework regularly in English. This may involve personal reading, revising for a test or editing and improving work, for example. As pupils will be given sufficient time to complete all work, including homework, it is expected that they meet their deadlines. In return pupils can expect teachers to return work in a timely fashion, identifying where they have been successful and ways in which to improve.
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