
 
Literacy @ LHS – A Guide for Parents 

 

 
 
What is literacy? 
 
 

 

Literacy is… 
 

 the set of skills which allows an individual to engage fully in society and in 
learning, through the different forms of language, and the range of texts, 
which society values and finds useful.  

 
(Literacy Across Learning: Principles and Practice p1) 

 
There are three elements of literacy - reading, writing, talking and 
listening – which pupils have the opportunity to develop in all subjects.  
 
Our aim at LHS is to raise pupils’ awareness that literacy skills are not 
only transferable but essential to success in all curricular areas. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
How do we support literacy in LHS? 
 
Literacy across the Curriculum 
In Curriculum for Excellence, literacy is one of three areas which is the 
responsibility of all and teachers in all curricular areas deliver or support 
specific literacy Experiences and Outcomes. A Common Marking Code is 
used to ensure a consistent approach to the correction of work across 
the school and various strategies for teaching and learning are employed 
to support the development of literacy in all subjects.  
 
Supporting specific needs 
In S1, pupils who have reading ages significantly below their chronological 
age are invited to take part in the Reading Recovery programme which 
helps to improve their comprehension and fluency. Pupils may progress to 
Paired Reading or begin here if they need to focus on increasing their 
confidence in reading. 
 
The school also offers a Writing Recovery Programme to help pupils with 
the specific aspect(s) of writing that they have difficulty with, such as 
handwriting, spelling, or expressing ideas clearly or in sufficient detail. 
Support is very much tailored to the needs of the individual.  
 
Pupils will be referred to Support for Learning, as appropriate,  after 
discussion between home and the school. 
 
Literacy and the new qualifications 
Literacy is delivered by all curricular areas during the broad general 
education in S1-3. In the senior phase it continues to underpin all 
subjects and there is an opportunity to gain qualifications in Literacy at 
various levels. At National 3 and 4, it is part of the English qualification; 
however, it can also be taken as a stand alone qualification at both these 
levels and at National 5.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
How can you support your child and their literacy skills? 
Parents and carers can support their child with literacy in a number of 
ways: 
 

 Talk to them about their work and homework. Ask them to explain 
to you what they have been doing and what they have learned. This 
will help them to develop their reasoning which is part of their 
higher order thinking skills. This can also help to improve the 
quality of their work. 

 If children are not particularly willing or forthcoming when talking 
about school, then talk to them about something you have watched 
on television or an article in the newspaper that is interesting. 
Share your opinions with them and your reasoning and encourage 
them to do the same. This develops their listening skills as well as 
the ability to debate and to select relevant information. (If they 
are willing to talk about their work then do this anyway! ) 

 Particularly where pupils struggle with handwriting or writing in 
general, encourage them to make use of the technology available as 
this helps them to focus on the content of their writing. If they do 
not have access to this at home, then library computers can be 
booked at lunchtimes (except Fridays) or after school. Care needs 
to be taken when using spell-check however, as this doesn’t pick up 
where the words have been used incorrectly, for example in the 
wrong context or homophones. 

 Encourage them to read over their work to self-correct any errors 
and see where improvements can be made. The ability to edit and 
review your own work is a difficult one; they may need you to begin 
by suggesting one or two things they could work on and then 
supporting them to make the improvements.  

 Make use of the variety of resources available online.  Young people 
are unlikely to want to do extra school work; however there are a 
number of games-based resources which may encourage them to 
spend even a few minutes a day improving their skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 Encourage children to read but do not force them as this generally 
has the opposite effect to that intended. Most children have 
something they like to read about, e.g. sport, or a preferred 
reading material e.g. a magazine, so build on that. Talk about 
reading – what they have been reading, what you have been reading 
- and suggest other materials they may like based on this. If you’re 
not sure then tell them to chat to the school librarian or a teacher 
who may be able to help. It is much better for children to genuinely 
engage with what they are reading than to plough through 
something they really don’t enjoy and get nothing out of.  

 
 
 
Valuable websites to visit: 
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/Images/FactfileLiteracyAcrossLear
ning_tcm4-660304.pdf  
www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise  
www.literacytrust.org.uk 
 
A Google search of ‘spelling games’ or ‘punctuation revision’ will produce 
some fruitful results. 
 
Further information and help  
If you have any concerns about your child’s literacy skills then contact 
their guidance teacher in the first instance; they will then liaise with the 
literacy team and/or SfL as appropriate. 
 
Further information on literacy regarding the different support available 
in school and how you can support your child with their literacy skills, will 
be available on the school website shortly. 
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